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ENGIE’s forests-related issues
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development
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Central role of forests in the

objective towards the Net Zero

ambition of the Group



ENGIE’s policy on forests, as part of the ESG policy
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Key takeaways from « Taking forests into account in LCA » study

➢ Biogenic carbon & time scale:
Biogenic carbon neutrality is valid only under strict conditions (forest in equilibrium, complete cycle, CO₂ emissions, no land-use

change), which are rarely met for wood energy; a dynamic LCA (>100 years for long-lived products) is recommended.

➢ Key silvicultural practices:
Conversion from coppice to coppice-under-high-forest: +5 to +12% carbon stock; leaving residues on the ground: +6% in the soil

vs. removal. Immediate impacts on the greenhouse gas balance of biomass.

➢ Lack of sufficient LCA data alone:
Datasets (e.g., ecoinvent) describe products, not how forests function or their components - making them unsuitable for guiding

a rigorous biomass policy.

➢ Biodiversity & ecosystem services:
These are rarely or never integrated into LCA characterization methods; deadwood and the management of forest residues are

key to biodiversity and soil carbon.

➢ ENGIE’s Policy Alignment:
Traceability, certifications (SBP/FSC/PEFC), short supply chains, GHG reductions of ≥80%, exclusion of areas with high carbon

and biodiversity value, and respect for local communities: these requirements call for more on-the-ground data and credible LCA

verification.
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